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sewage systems in the Usk valley

Text of petition:

The River Usk is a Site of Special Scientific Interest and a Special Area of
Conservation. Yet water quality in the River Usk is such that 88% of its water
bodies are failing to meet their targets. Improvement targets could be set.
(For example: 50% by the end of 2023, 25% by 2024 & so on). Salmon, sea
trout and eels are all seriously on the decline. Ranunculus weed growth in the
river has virtually disappeared. People who wild swim in the river are at risk of
picking up infections.

Yet what is happening to help prevent this decline? Welsh Water is a not for
profit organization and has been for 20 years. Without the need to pay
dividends to shareholders, such funds could have been invested into
upgrading sewage systems throughout Wales. It is ironic that water from the
River Usk is pumped from Prioress Mill to Llandegfedd Reservoir for
consumption in South Wales. Natural Resources Wales is meant to enforce
water quality standards, but it is widely perceived as ineffective. Agricultural
pollution and soil run off are also significant parts of the problem. Climate
change with increased droughts and flooding also causes complications. The
Well-being of Future Generations Wales Act 2015 is meant to help the natural
environment for future generations, but this is clearly not happening. We call
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on the Senedd to ensure that Welsh Water invests sufficient funds to upgrade
sewage treatment systems in the Usk valley to help the River Usk to return to
its former glory.

Background

The River Usk is one of seven Rivers in Wales designated as a Special Area of

the primary mechanism for assessing and managing the water environment. They
place a statutory duty on the Welsh Ministers to prevent deterioration and
improve all water bodies to good status by 2027.

‘All water bodies’ refers to all surface waters - rivers, lakes, transitional and coastal
waters - as well as groundwater. The WFD aims to:

= reduce pollution and improve the condition of aquatic ecosystems;
= promote the sustainable use of water; and

= reduce the effects of floods and droughts.

The WFD is implemented in stages based on river basins, rather than national or

which the Environment Agency leads on due to the cross-border geography of
this river basin.

The RBMPs describe the challenges that threaten the water environment and

across the River Usk catchment. In the response to this petition, the Minister for
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Climate Change, Julie James MS, highlights that NRW “has numerous proactive
projects and programmes” designed to achieve the aims set out in the RBMPs to
improve water quality.

1.2. Pollutants

The Minister identifies numerous pollution sources in the Usk, including private
sewage treatment systems, urban run-off, agriculture, and water company
discharges.

Water company discharges

The pressures facing Wales' sewage infrastructure include pressure from climate
change, changes in population density and distribution, and new development,

understanding and water quality impact of Welsh storm overflows.

Agricultural pollution

failures in Wales, being linked to 219% of all failures to reach good status. The water
industry is linked to 15%.

Phosphate pollution

Phosphorus is an essential element for plant life, but too much of it can speed up

phosphate targets which found “the Usk to be in poor condition with respect to
phosphorus targets, with widespread failures often of large magnitude”.

The Minister highlights that:
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Coordinated action across organisations is essential if we are to achieve a
change and improvement to the management and environmental
regulation of overflows in Wales.

2. Welsh Government action

In the response to this petition, the Minister said that addressing “the intractable
and multi-faceted issue of pollution entering our rivers is a Welsh Government
priority”.

Royal Welsh Show. Senior representatives from regulators, water companies,
developers, local government, farming unions, academia and environmental

_________________________________________________________________

..nutrient management boards have been established, for which [the
Welsh Government has] been providing funding support of up to
£415,000. A database of mitigation measures has been produced and is
currently being considered....

.. A catchment consenting proposal has been developed and is being
considered by Natural Resources Wales. A catchment market model
project has been established and is working on a pilot trial in the Usk.

The Minister highlighted further areas where the Welsh Government is providing
support:

= The Four Rivers for LIFE project, which includes the Usk in its remit, is
backed with £9 million of EU funding over four years with part-funding
from the Welsh Government (£3.4 million) and Dwr Cymru. The project
is being delivered as a partnership between NRW, Brecon Beacons
National Park Authority, River Restoration Centre, Coleg Sir Gar, and the

Woodland Trust.

= Funding via the Brecon Beacons National Park Authority for the Usk
Catchment Management Partnership. The partnership is a responsible

body for ensuring the delivery of the Conservation Objectives for the
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River Usk SAC. It will provide oversight and direction to all involved in
delivering their nutrient management plan, which is principally

concerned with tackling the intractable issue of phosphorous pollution.

taskforce), which is evaluating the current approach to management and
regulation of overflows in Wales, and developing detailed plans to drive rapid

However the Minister acknowledges that overflows are only one of many
elements that need to be addressed to improve river quality in Wales.

being progressed through a survey an pilot approach next year.

The Minister says the Welsh Government has “made provision for a multi-year
multi-million-pound programme of works to improve water quality totalling over
£40 million over the next 3 years.”

3. Dwr Cymru (Welsh Water) action

The Minister sets out work Dwr Cymru is undertaking to improve poorly
performing assets in the Usk. This includes investing over £10 million in three years
to “improve the way their treatment works operates and reduce the number of
spills that come from CSOs at the Mill Street sewage pumping station”.
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Between now and 2025, the work will be undertaken in three phases, as set out
by the Minister:

Phase 1- Work at Usk Sewer Pumping Station Upgrading the assets at
the local sewage pumping station to install a screening chamber and a
6mm screen that will remove large solids such as rags, wet wipes etc.
from any CSO discharge. This work is underway and will be completed
by the middle of December.

Phase 2 -Work to transfer more waste to the wastewater treatment
works. Making improvements to the network that runs between the
sewage pumping station and the wastewater treatment works,
increasing its capacity so more diluted wastewater and stormwater can
be treated instead of using the CSO.

Phase 3 - Building new assets at Usk Wastewater Treatment Works.
Transferring more waste to the wastewater treatment works, to ensure
that it has the capacity to treat the waste. Installing brand new assets
and storage tanks.

4. \Welsh Parliament action
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The following petitions on the subject of agricultural pollution have been
considered:

Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in this
briefing is correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware that
these briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to
reflect subsequent changes.
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